
DRUG  
ENFORCEMENT  
ADMINISTRATION 

T H E  T R U T H  A B O U T  

Prescription
Drug Abuse 

When used properly and as prescribed, prescription 
drugs may enhance one’s health, well-being, and 
quality of life; however, when prescription drugs are 
abused, the consequences can be deadly. 

� :PUJL�������KLH[OZ�YLZ\S[PUN�MYVT�[OL�TPZ\ZL�VM
prescription drugs have outpaced overdose deaths 
from cocaine and heroin combined. 
��;OL�TPZ\ZL�VM�WYLZJYPW[PVU�KY\NZ�PZ�TVYL�WYL]HSLU[
than the use of cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, 
MDMA, and PCP combined. 
� 6US`�THYPQ\HUH�PZ�HI\ZLK�TVYL�[OHU�WYLZJYPW[PVU
KY\NZ�PU�[OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ��

Many prescription drug abusers, when unable to 
obtain or afford prescription drugs, begin using 
heroin because heroin is a cheaper alternative that 
offers the same physiological effects. 



Drug Poisoning Deaths 
� 6WPVPK�HUHSNLZPJ�KLH[OZ� 16,235
� *VJHPUL�KLH[OZ 4,944 
� /LYVPU�KLH[OZ 8,257 
5H[PVUHS�*LU[LY�MVY�/LHS[O�:[H[PZ[PJZ�*LU[LYZ�MVY�+PZLHZL�*VU[YVS��������

Did you know? 

� 7YLZJYPW[PVU�VWPVPK�HUHSNLZPJZ��ZWLJPMPJHSS`�[OVZL
JVU[HPUPUN�V_`JVKVUL�HUK�O`KYVJVKVUL��HYL�[OL�
TVZ[�JVTTVU�[`WLZ�VM�WYLZJYPW[PVU�KY\NZ�[OH[�HYL�
KP]LY[LK�MVY�TPZ\ZL�HUK�HI\ZLK��
:V\YJL!�+,(�5H[PVUHS�+Y\N�;OYLH[�(ZZLZZTLU[�:\TTHY �̀�6J[VILY�������

� ,HJO�KH`�PU�[OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ��V]LY�����WLVWSL
KPL�HZ�H�YLZ\S[�VM�H�KY\N�V]LYKVZL��
:V\YJL!�*LU[LYZ�MVY�+PZLHZL�*VU[YVS�HUK�7YL]LU[PVU��7YLZJYPW[PVU�+Y\N�
6]LYKVZL�PU�[OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ!�-HJ[�ZOLL[��1HU\HY`� ��������

� (JJVYKPUN�[V�[OL������4VUP[VYPUN�[OL�-\[\YL
KY\N�Z\Y]L �̀�(KKLYHSS®�HI\ZL�^HZ�[OL�ZLJVUK�TVZ[�
HI\ZLK�KY\N�I`���[O�NYHKLYZ���6US`�THYPQ\HUH�^HZ�
HI\ZLK�TVYL�I`���[O�NYHKLYZ�[OHU�(KKLYHSS®��

� 0U�������HWWYV_PTH[LS`�����VM�J\YYLU[
UVUTLKPJHS�\ZLYZ�VM�WYLZJYPW[PVU�KY\NZ�����`LHYZ�
HUK�VSKLY��YLWVY[LK�\ZPUN�WHPU�YLSPL]LYZ��
:V\YJL!������5H[PVUHS�:\Y]L`�VM�+Y\N�<ZL�HUK�/LHS[O���9LSLHZLK�:LW[LTILY�
������

For drug prevention information, visit DEA’s websites: 

GetSmartAboutDrugs.com 
For parents, caregivers, and educators 

JustThinkTwice.com 
For teens 
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